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Academic Inheritance and Development of Traditional Chinese Medicine
Master DENG Tie-Tao’s Experience in the Diagnosis and

Treatment of Myasthenia Gravis
LIU Xiao—Bin
(DENG Tie-Tao Research Institute, Guangzhou University of Chinese Medicine, Guangzhou 510006 Guangdong, China)

Abstract: The author reviewed the practice in the diagnosis and treatment of myasthenia gravis (MG) under the
guidance of thoughts of ‘spleen—stomach deficiency and depletion, five—viscus correlation’ advocated by Professor
DENG Tie-Tao, a traditional Chinese medicine (TCM) master, and commented on the inheritance and
development of MG. It is believed that ‘spleen—stomach deficiency and depletion’ can explain the essence of the
functional and physical damage of MG patients, and the theory of ‘five—viscus correlation’ has the advantages of
defining the TCM diagnosis and medication mode of MG, promoting the development of MG syndrome
classification and the differentiation of individual case, interpreting atrophy—flaccidity associated syndrome and
guiding the formulation of prescriptions. The ‘five—viscus correlation’ is not just a kind of relationship derived from
the mutual promotion and mutual restriction of the five elements, while it is the relationship obtained after long—
term clinical TCM practice. The theory of ‘five—viscus correlation’ can expound the current subgroup classification
of MG and guide its precise target therapy. The innovation of TCM depends on new science and technology, and the
curative effect and theoretical expression of TCM intervention of MG and other rare myopathy will promote the high—
quality development of new science and technology, that is, the academic inheritance and development of TCM
need to absorb new knowledge of western medicine and promote the advantages of TCM.

Keywords: myasthenia gravis; spleen—stomach deficiency and depletion; five—viscus correlation; atrophy—

flaccidity associated syndrome; DENG Tie-Tao; academic inheritance and development
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